
 

Surviving the “Temporary You” 

John 1:40-42 
 

 I. “We have found the Messiah,” John 1:41. 

II. “Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon, son of John.    

     You will be called Cephas,” John 1:42. 

III. Meet the “two” Peters.  

     A. The real Peter—a devoted lover of Jesus, Matthew 16:15-17,     

          17:24-27; John 6:66-68; Luke 22:33. 

     B. The “temporary” Peter—a confused, cowardly lover of      

         Jesus, Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 14:37; Luke 22:54-62. 

     C. The “real” Peter struggles to survive the “temporary”   

          Peter: Luke 22:62. 

IV. The real Peter survives, Acts 2:14. 

  V. Surviving the “temporary you.” 

      A. Submit to God’s way of seeing you. 

           1. “Jesus looked at him (the “two” Peters), John 1:42, 2:25. 

           2. The “temporary” Peter did not disqualify him from God’s      

                love. 

           3. Renaming Peter showed that Jesus confidently expected   

               the REAL Peter to survive. 

           4. When crushed by the temporary self, submit to God’s  

               way of seeing, Romans 8:37. 

        B. Trust God’s untiring promise to you. 

  1. “Jesus looked at him and said, ‘You are …You will  

                 be…’ a rock,” John 1:42. 

  2. Jesus promised to change Peter. 

  3. God never tires, Isaiah 40:28, Deuteronomy 33:27,  

                 Philippians 1:6, Judges 1:24. 

        C. Remember, Jesus prays when you struggle against the  

  “temporary you,” Luke 22:31-32, John 17:9, 15;      

             Romans 8:34. 

VI. The victory shout of the REAL you, Micah 7:8.  
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