
 

 

 

Abram Meets the Name-Changer 
Genesis 17:1-5 

 

  I. “No longer will you be called Abram…Genesis 17:5.  

     Abram means exalted Father 

 II. “Your name will be Abraham…” Genesis 17:5.  

     Abraham means “father of a multitude” 

III. Why God changed Abram’s name. 

      A. To help Abram see self through God’s eyes. 

           1. God saw Abram as the father of a multitude, Genesis 12:2,    

    13:16, 15:5, 17:2. 

           2. Abram saw only childlessness, Genesis 15:1-2. 

           3. God wants us to see self through His eyes, Romans 4:17. 

           4. Only God’s word shows how He sees us, Jeremiah 29:11; 

               2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 8:37. 

       B. To rebuild Abram’s self-confidence on a firm foundation. 

           1. Abram built confidence in himself on himself.  

           2. When he stumbled, self-confidence crumbled.  

           3. Build unshakable self-confidence on God.  

    a. “I have made you…” Genesis 17:5. 

    b. Philippians 4:13. 

           4. God always performs His purposes for us, Numbers 23:19;  

               Job 42:2; Psalm 57:2, 138:8; Romans 4:21. 

       C. To fill Abram’s words with overcoming power.  

           1. We overcome doubt with faith in God.  

           2. Faith resides in both heart and mouth, Joshua 1:8,  

                Romans 10:9-10.  

           3. Saying his new name released mighty energy against doubt 

    and fear, 2 Corinthians 4:13; Romans 4:20. 

 IV. The Name Changer keeps His word, Hebrews 11:11-12. 
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