
 
Defeating Imagined Threats 

1 Samuel 16:17, 21-22; 18:6-9 
 

I.  “David came to Saul and entered his service,”  
 I Samuel 16:21. 

II.  “Saul liked him very much,” I Samuel 16:21. 
III.  “David became one of his armor bearers,”   

 I Samuel 16:21. 
IV.  “Allow David to remain in my service for I am pleased 

with him” I Samuel 16:22. 
V.  “What more can he get but the kingdom,” I Samuel 18:8. 
VI. “From that time on, Saul kept a jealous eye on David.”

 I Samuel 18:9. 
VII.  Primary cause of broken relationships: imagined 

threats, Luke 22:24; Matthew 2 – King Herod 
VII.  Defeat imagined threats! 
 A. Trust God’s ability to fulfill His purposes. 
  1. God’s plans for you, Psalm 139:16;   

  Jeremiah 1:5 and 29:11 
  2. God’s purposes are un-threatened, Isaiah 8:10; 

  14:24 and 27, 46:10; Daniel 4:35. 
  3. God uses real threats to fulfill His purposes,  

  Genesis 50:20. 
 B. Refuse to entertain imagined threats. 
  1. Imagined threats breed suspicion about people’s 

  intentions, 1 Samuel 18:9; Proverbs 29:25. 
  2. Apply Proverbs 21:30 to yourself. 
  3. Control your imagination. II Timothy 1:7;   

  I Peter 1:13. 
 C. Redirect your confidence toward God. 
  1. Imagined threats show our confidence is in people’s 

  ability to block God’s purposes. 
  2. Imagined threats signal: “It’s time for redirection of 

  attention.” Hebrews 11:27, 13:6; Psalm 56:3,4; 
  Isaiah 8:10. 
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