
 
 

“In the Worst of Times” 
 Jeremiah 39:1, 6-9, 15-18. 

 
  I. Nebuchadnezzar...with his whole army laid siege to Jerusalem for   

     1 ½ yrs., Jeremiah 39:1. 

 II. “The Babylonians set fire to the royal palace and the houses...and  

      broke down the wall of Jerusalem,” Jeremiah 39:8. 

III. “Tell Ebed-Melech...this is what the Lord Almighty says...”                   

      Jeremiah 39:16-18. 

IV. In the worst of times. 

     A. God rescues us from disaster’s ruinous effect. Jeremiah 39:17. 

          1. God doesn’t remove us from the middle of disaster, 

              Jeremiah 39:16; Psalm 91:8. 

          2. Disaster’s ruinous effects: Anger against God, doubt in His   

              word, bitterness. 

   a. Joseph, Genesis 45:5, 8; 50:20. 

   b. Jesus, Luke 23:34. 

   c. Stephen, Acts 7:60 

          3. Encouragement to expect rescue Job 5:19; Psalm 91:9-10; 

              Proverbs 3:25, 26; 12:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:9. 

          4. We can’t control everything that happens to us. God helps us   

               control what happens in us. 

     B. God delivers us from fear’s ruinous effect. 

          1. Fear covered Jerusalem and drained everyone’s energy. 

          2. God’s promise to Ebed-Melech, Jeremiah 39:17. 

          3. The world’s fears, Luke 21:26. 

          4. We are not part of this world, John 17:14, 16 with John 1:12;   

              Colossians 1:13. Philippians 3:20. 

          5. So, choose the deliverance God gives you, Jeremiah 51:46,  

              Isaiah 8:12, 12:2; Psalm 56:3; Luke 21:28. Feel the fear,  

              but choose the courage. 

V. God’s reason for these promises? “Because you trust in Me,”   

     Jeremiah 39:18, 17:7; Romans 10:11. 

     Trust – Leaning on God’s promise.  
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