
Winning Your Battle to Believe 
Genesis 17:1-2, 15-17 

 

I. “When Abram was 99 yrs. old the Lord…said…‘I will 

greatly increase your numbers,’” Genesis 17:1. 

II. “As for…your wife…I will surely give you a son by 

her,” Genesis 17:15-16. 

III. “Abraham…laughed & said to himself,” Genesis 17:17. 

 A. Why did he laugh? Why did he ask himself 

questions? 

 B. He was battling to believe God’s promises! 

IV. Win your battle to believe! 

 A. Refuse to condemn yourself for battling. 

  1. Condemn—to pronounce to be utterly wrong; 

blame; reject one’s conduct; to judge self unfit. 

Latin—to disapprove or doom. 

  2. Jesus’ battle, Mark 14:33-36. 

  3. Don’t condemn self; pride self because you’re in 

the battle—you haven’t given up! 

  4. God always helps warriors—never gives up on 

them, Genesis 17:21-22; Psalm 145:14&146:8; 

Romans 4:20. 

  5. Don’t fear the battle: It’s part of winning the war, 

Ezra 3:3; Psalm 94:18-19; 2 Corinthians 7:5-6 

 B. Quit trying to fit God’s promise into your mind. 

  1. Abram’s opponent – effort to comprehend God’s 

promise, Genesis 17:5. 

  2. God can only give God-sized promises. 

  3. We are human-sized. 

  4. So, quit trying to comprehend & accept His 

incomprehensible promises; Proverbs 3:5; Ezekiel 

37:3. 

V. Abraham rests in God’s ability to perform His promise, 

Romans 4:20-21. 
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